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DRAFT WESTERN AUSTRALIAN STATE AVIATION STRATEGY — PUBLIC COMMENT 
Statement by Minister for Transport 

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Transport) [2.06 pm]: Today I table the government’s “Western 
Australian State Aviation Strategy”, which is available for public comment until 23 December 2013. Aviation 
plays a pivotal role in the state’s economic and social development. In developing the strategy, much has been 
considered, whether it is transporting fly in, fly out workers to mines in the Pilbara, the eastern Goldfields and 
the gas fields of the North West Shelf; tourists to Broome, Esperance, Exmouth or Kununurra; or connecting 
Western Australians to friends and relatives. Perth Airport is the fastest growing capital city airport in Australia. 
Regional airports in the Pilbara are the fastest growing regional airports in Australia, with Newman Airport 
experiencing growth of 36 per cent in 2011–12. According to Perth Airport statistics, 13.7 million passengers 
travelled through Perth Airport’s domestic and international terminals in 2012–13. This represented an increase 
of 8.2 per cent on the previous year and was consistent with longer-term passenger growth rates. The draft 
strategy proposes a suite of actions whereby the state government will work in partnership with airports, regional 
shire councils, airlines and the resources and energy sector to ensure adequate services continue to meet current 
and future demands. It aims to provide a sound framework for policy setting, and future planning and investment 
in Western Australian international and domestic air services and airport infrastructure. The strategy has been 
prepared by the Department of Transport in conjunction with key government agencies and reflects close 
consultation with airport owners, airlines, the resources industry and key players in general aviation, as well as 
the results of aviation strategy workshops held in regional centres across the state. I encourage the public to 
make its comments on the draft “Western Australian State Aviation Strategy” before the comment period closes 
on 23 December 2013. 

[See paper 847.] 
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